1O+"THE ETERNAL HUSBAND'

FEEL THAT THE PUBLIC HAS BEEN LESS IMPRESSED BY
The Idiot than by Crime and Punishment" wrote Dos-
toevsky. "My self-respect is at stake; I want to be in the
limelight again." Thus, as soon as he had completed The
Idiot, he began a new novel, The Eternal Husband.
The payment of seven thousand rubles that Dostoevsky
received for The Idiot was considerably reduced as a result
of the advances he had received. A part of the balance went
to pay his debts and redeem his furniture and to help his
stepson and his brother's family. The little that was left was
just sufficient to pay the expenses of the Dostoevskys' stay
in Florence.
In January, 1869, Anna Grigorievna discovered that she